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January 12, 1919.

Mr. John L. Severance,
4830 The Arcade,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear fr. 3everance:

I am sending you copy of the !linutes of the
lagt meeting, with which you would be femiliar from your
presence at the meeting; also copy of a dictated resumé
of the remarks made by Mr. ¥ang. This will have the
greater interest since his appointment as Pesce finvoy
te Paris. It is interesting that he was appointed by
- the Pe%xing Government, out of deference doubtless to
the force of public opinion in China.

The fact that he so fully represents the
South and is appointed by the northern Government in
Peking puts him in a position at the Peace Tahle of
greater influence probably than an¥ other man from -
China. He sailed, with his wife, January 1lst.

I am to spenk in Buffalo on the 26th, in
the Tafayette Avenue and the Pirst Churech, &nd [ should
like to plan to go out to Cleveland between the 22nd
and Sunday, and wonder whether you will be there =t
that time, j

With cordial regards,

Sincerely,




JOHN L.SEVERANCE
480 THE ARCADE

CLEVELAND,OHIO January 16 1919

Dr,J. E. Williams,
University of Nanking,
156 Fifth Avenue,
New York City,
My dear Dr. Willimws:
Your note of the 13th at hand inclosing
minutes of meeting of Board of Trustees on December 6th. I was very
glad of the opportunity of hearing Mr, Wang at our Board meeting,
He estruck me as a man of very clear vision and with a remarkably happy
way of expressing his ideas. It is fortunate for China that she will
have such a representative at the Peace Conference at Paris.

I am sorry 1 shall rot be able tosee you next week, as
suggested by your letter, It had been my original nlan to leave for
California on the 23, btut this is now interferred with by the fact
that I will have to undérgo a slight operation thut will make it ime
possible to either go or see anyone for a short time. I hope to go

to California as soon as 1 am able to do so.

1 beg to remain

Yours very truly,

y
{ :
. il & o S VP




COPY ' 156 Fifth Avenue, New York.
~ Aprii 15, 1919,

Mr. John L. Severance,

Grey Caks, Oak Grove Avenue,
Pasadena, Celif,

My dear Mr, Severance:

We have wished very muceh that you were here ror
counsel just at this time with reference to communications which have
come from President Bowen and Mr., Small of Kanking. I enclose here-
with & copy of President Bowen's letter of March 6th to Dr, Williams
with the asccompanying recommendation ot the Building and Property
Committee, and Mr, Small's two letters of March 6th to President Bowen.
From these you will see that it is the clear conviction of the people
on the rield thsat we simply must go rorward with the erection of the
ddministration Building at least in part. On the basis o1 these let-
ters, br. North, Dr., Williems, Mr, Carter, Mr. Scott, Mr, Dey and I
have conterred and have cabled to Ur. Bowen to proceed. I trust that
this will approve itself to your judgment. IY not, and you reel it
will be wiser to defer the beginning of the building, will you not
frankly let me know, :

The Committee of the Ginling College, which ig,a8 you know,
the womgan's coliege in Nanking - had & most interesting meeting last
week with lMr. Murphy of Murphy & Dena, the Architecte who built the
Yale college at Changsha, whc are building the Chosen College and who
have &'very large and incressing Emxk business in the COrient. Mr,
Murphy has just come back from Ciina and was reporting on the dbuilding
plane of the Ginling College. lle says that the cost or meterisl
which must be brought from America has already dropped because of the
reduced rreights and that, arver weighing 11 the ractors, a number of
the business firme snd others:. ror whom they are doing work have decidea
to go right on with the buikding. Kxchange is now sabout $.80 &and
the bankers, as far ss they will express any opinion, think that we
cannot hope ror very much better rates. )

Mr. Small's careful statement gives all the rigures ftor the
construction that is now proposed as well as the completed building.
As you will see, the maximum estimated cost of the rinished and tur-
nished building is Mex. 81,401 - with present rates of exchange sbout
$65,000. Any improvement in the rates orzny savings in the cost
would, of course, reduce this amount. The authorization which we
have given is well within the generous(amount already provided by you
and Mrs, Prentice, :

According to the plan proposed by lir., Small and President
Bowen,the completion of the building can wait a little while, while
the portion rinished can be usedé at once, Would this postponement
of the completion or the bnilding make it possidble for you end Mrs.
Prentice to consider later some increase of your gift that would pro-
vide for the completion or the building in the ruture, still keeping
it a purely personal memorial to your rather, which it has been? I




Nr, John L, Severance, 2

trust that you will not think wme over bold in sugpesting this, and I
know that you will not hesitate to answer with perfect trrankness,

: I am sorry to have to report the death of ir, H. 3. Heed, one
of the teachers you were supporting in the school in Fatehgarh, India.
lir, ieed appears to have been one of the best men we have sent out.

I enclose a copy or a letter rrom ¥r. Collins in regard to his death
and also some pages Trom & little nagazine, publisheé¢ by our Miscion
partly in snglish &nd pasrtly in Urdu, in which thore is mention ct
Mr. Reed and also giving an account or a cooperative society which
our Missions ere promoting smong the village peovle,

¥e had a delightrul dinner 1lsst week with the members o¥ the
Boards of the union inetitutions in Chine, ODr. Merrill presided and
there was & unanimous vote or sppreeciastion of your nospitality whick
Nr., North wae to report to you. It was & very helpful, rroritasble meet-
ing. :

; I am sending you under ceparate cover o copy or & little book
entitled "The New Opportunity of the Chursh", which I hope mey be or
interest to you sné Lrs. Severance.

ie have heard from Dr. White of his srrival in vonstentinople,

Mr. buay had not made his Iinal report yet,but he thinks our
deficit for the year will be sbous #fiz $700,000. I encleoee & copy ot
the Appropriation Letter ror the new vear vhich will give you some or
the rigures,

With kind regards,
Very raithriully yours,

wobert . Speer.

|}
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April 30, 1919,

Dr. Robert E. Speer,
156 Fifth Avenus,
Bow York, K Y,

My dear Dr. Speer:-~

Tour letter of the 15th has been received,
having been forwarded from my office in Cleveland. This
is in reference to the erection of the Administration
Building at BNankiag University.

I have taken the matter up with my sister,
Mrs. Prentiss and we stand ready to furnish you with the
balance of our original pledge. We will send you
§20,000,00 about the fifteenth of May, when I expesct to be
back in Cleveland, and will send you the faurther sum of
$20,000.00 shortly after the first of July. This will
complete our original pledge. Mrs. Prentiss and I will
also agree to furnish §$15,000.00 additional, but payadle
during 1920, or at least after Jammary lst, 1920, whioh will
permit you to erect the building complete, as I umderstand
that you at preseat estimate this to amouamt to $65,000.00
1 wish it were possible for us to forward all of this amount
daring this year, bdut I already have a good many commitments
and in the face of decreased earmings and of greatly increased
taxes, it 1s pretty hard to & all that we wuld like to do; yet
both Nrs. Prentiss and I appreciate the need to the University
of the Administration Bldg. amd in its completed form nmr
than partially so.

I presums it will take some time in duilding
and 80 deferring the balanve of $15,000.00 will not be any
handicap.

Yours very truly,

I should have added in the above that our additional
contridution of $15,000.00 is made upon the comditioa
that the total cost of the completed building is mot
to exceed $65,000.00.

Jo Le8.




Extract from letter of Lr. John L. Severance
to Mr. Speer, dated April 30th, 1919.

Re Pledge for Administration Bldg.

"I have taken the matter up with my sister,
Mrs. Prentiss and we stand ready to furnish you with
the balance of our original pledge. We will send you
$20,000.00 about the fifteenth of May, when I expect
to be back in Cleveland, and will send you the further
sum of $20,000.00 sho®tly after the first of July,
This will complete our original pledge. Mrs. Prentiss
and I will also agree to furnish $15,000.00 additional,
but payable during 1920, or at least after January lst, 1920,
which will permit you to erect the building complete, as I
understand that you at present estimate this to amount to
$65,000.,00. I wish it were possible for us to forward
all of this amount during this year, but I already have a
g00od many commitments and in the fact of decreased earnings
and of greatly increased taxes, it is pretty hard to do all
that we would like to do; yet both Mrs. Prentiss and I
appreciate the need to the University of the Administration
Building and in its completed form rather than partially so."




May 26th, 1919.

Mr. John L., Beverance,
480 The Arocade,
Cleveland, Ohio.

My dear Mr. Severance:

kre. Speer has Jjust handed me the two checks
tor $10,000 each, payable to my order as Treasurer, to be
applied upon your pledge for the Administration Building of
Ranking University.

It has been a great Jjoy to us all to learnm of
your generous response to the appeal that ocomes from Nanking,
that the building of the Administration Building be no longer
delayed, in view of their acute need and the probability that
they will not be able in the future to duild to any better
advantage than at this time. Mr. Small, building supsrin-
tendent, certainly has made good in his oversight of all the
building operations at Nanking. Bveryone speaks most highly
of him, and as he was planning to sail for the United States
the first of July, if there was mot any building to be done this
coming Summer, your prompt action has made it possidle to hold
him there and to make sure that the duilding would de pushed thru
to completion as rapidly as possible.

I have also read this moraing your very gemerous
response to Dr. Avison's necessities, and I am very glad that you
have found it agreeable to meet these expenditures which Dr,
Avison has made eounting upon your support. You have always
been very careful in these matters and I think for your sake, for
our office, and for Xr. Genso on the field, that copies of the
understandings which you and Dr. Avison have should dbe recorded
all arouand.

Thanking you in behalf of the Board, I am,

Yery sincerely yours,

Treasurer




May 27, 1919.

Mr. John L. Severance,
480 The Arcede,
Cleveland, Uhio.

Degr Mr. Severanace:

I wes greatly pleesed to know of your return to
Clevelend efter your vacetion et Pesedena. I hope that
Mrs. Severence and yourself are rested end refreshed by your
experiences there. :

1 can hardly express to you end to Mrs. Prentiss
how deeply grateful 1 feel for ycur generous underfeking to make
poseible the carrying out of the Central Building, &8s originelly
plenned, notwithstending the head¥y increese of cost. It will
meen sc mugh to have the building carried out on these lines; the
need for it now is so wrgent. We are having to conduct classes
in the Swazey Building up to nine olclock in the evening, in order
to sover the work with the 1limited cless-room sgpace.

It will meen so much to the whole enterprise to
heve Sm2ll contf2nue on with the work, for he hees bheen simply in-
valueble to us for construction work. We are still heving the
best duilding done for the money in eny pert of China.

We heve heen very mugh encoureged by the reports
that heve come from President Boweh of the interest end enthusiasm
of the Alummni, still limited in number, for the work of the Univer-
sity. He started out to enlist their co-operation in securing
10,000 Mexiscen, in order to purchese & strip of about twenty acres,
lying adjecent to our property, 2nd which, in part, was necessery
to complete the scheme of buildings, the other pert being required
for experimentation end 2griculture. The Alumni were deeply in-
terested in the Business Course in the University amd think they
can finence the enterprise. They have elready secured pledges of
over 30,000 Mexican, and ere plamming to raise if to 50,000, over
e three-year period. Their hope is to be sble to house the work
of 2 Business Training Coursey to pey for the instruotion. As
this grows out of their judgment ome of the deepest needs of
China 2nd they are willing to beck their Sonviction by the suppe
required, it seemed be §¥F to President Bowen to fall in with thelr
purpose and snthusiasm,/ To try and errange for the lamd in amother
way. The strip of land was purchesed 2nd the title deed secured.
Twenty acres of 1end in the heart of Namking, 2t 2 sum of ebaout
$8,000 Gold, is as wise anignvestmunt as we could make, particularly,

4
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Mr. John L. Severance,
Mey 27, 1919.
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s we require some of the land to cerry out our building scheme, end
:ho ieminder is @agperately needed for the extension of the Agricul-
urel worke 3

The Executive Committee of the Women's Board have
recommended thet $25,000 Gold, from the Sage Fund, be sppropriated
to the University for the Chapel, es they put it. It wes my hope thet
the & mrgation could be mede for completing the Chepel a2nd for com-
pleting THEithirad unit of dormitories. In order that the Chepel could
be gssocisted with My. and Mrs. Dey’c name, he mede the first pledge
of $15,000 towerd the building scheme of the Umiversity for the Chepel.
You will heve seen the aoction takem by the Boerd at its lest meeting,
on Mey 12th. Ir. and Mrs. Dey were very ready to do anything thet
would advance the interest of the University emnd to heve the Chapel
reméin 2s & Sage Memorial and heve their $15,000 used in eny other wey
that would help the University.

The Methodist Centemnery is going over the top &nd I
hope some of the one-helf millions of "eskings" made for the Univer-
sity cen be reelized 2erly-in the Cempzign.

The positive "eskings" for Relief on Zxchange ®h the

resi dences was very effective with the Methodist Board, for they
gomptly reid in on 1917 exchengeanid the §9,000 for residemces.

e Foreign Christisn Mission:Society have found it more difficult -
to provide the defioit in exchenge snd for the residemce. They first
reported thet they ocould only meet part of the exchange and could not
undertake the sum asked for residemce. In view of letters from
Dr. Speer and mghslf, they have been willing to take up the matter
egein for re-comsideretion, 2nd I hope they will meet the call on the
house, too.

Owing to the seriocus illnesa of dear Pr. Gerritt, who
is now in the Presbyterien Hospital, the Board requisitioned me to
try to undertake the correspondence of Dr. Thite's office with his
Missjons. 1 feel keenly my laok in knowledge emd experience of these
Missions end knowledge of problems. 1t hes been 2 real prdévilege,
however, to meet with the Counoil.

I em hoping to see you at the Board Meeting on ilondey,
to leearn of your dates and whether we can arrange for 2 meeting of

)

the Trustees on the 12th, 13th or 17th of June.
With cordiel regerds,

-

JW:CS
P.S. Through my friend, Mr. John R. Freemen, of Providence, I have
had 2 very pleasant time with Nr. Arthur B. Dagis, of the American
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Mdr. John L. Severance,
Mey 27, 1919.

Aluminum Compeny. my old friend, Xr. H. C. Hwang, who was & guest
a2t our home three years ago and I were ssked to lunch with Mr. Devis
end he took &-good deel of the afternoon in telking over the situstion
in China.

J




JOHN L.SEVERANCE
480 THE ARCADE
CLEVELAND,0HIo June 3rd,1319,

Dr.J.E.Williams,
University of Nanking,
156=5th Ave., \
New York City,

My dear Dr.,Williams:=-

Your kind note of the 22nd ultimo was duly received and I was
very glad to hear from you., I had expected to answer your leiter in person this
week as it had Ynen my intention to be in New York on Monday morning with the hope
that I would be able to attend the Board meeting that afternoon.

Mrs.Severance who has been ill in California all winter has
had a bad relapse and I did not feel safe to leave her Sunday as contemplated, hut
she is better than she was last week and hope she is on the upward trend,but the
present heat is very trying for one who has little stength to stand it.

I am glad 40 note you had a pleasant visit with Mr.Davis,one
of the trustees of the Hall Estates,

Sometime ago I had a talk with Homer Johnson,a classmate of
mine at college,who is as you know another trustee,in reference to some of our
educational projects in the far east, ' Vr.Johnson is at present in Paris trying to
sell off the remnants of Government WarStocks.As soon as he returns I hope to take.
up with him again the needs of Nanking and the college at Seoul. I hope both of
these institutions may get something frou the Hall fund,

On account of Mrs,Severance's ill health and the fact that I
have 2 college trustee meeting next week and also the following week,it is uncer-
tain when I will be in New York. I might possibly be-.able to attend the meeting
on the 13th or the 20th,but the 17th is impossible as I have a trustee meeting at
Oberlin on Jyne 16th and could not reach New York in time for the meeting on the
y17the ,but please appoint the meeting for the convenience of the others and I will
adjust myself thereto, With best wishes I am,

Yours Very Truly,




June 26, 1919.

Mr. John L. Severames,
480 The Aroade,
Cleveland, Uhio.

Dear Hy. Severanece:

We were very sorry, in the meeting of the Trustees,
that y%nr previous emgegement 2t Oberlin precluded your being
present.

The meeting was very encouraging to me for the spirit
in which the men fasged th® problems of the University. I em
enclosing & copy of the es. You will see thet there was @
large end full represemtation from the Foreign Christian Mission
Society. The Methodist Bemrd wes represented by Dr. Borth end
his son, Eric. MNr. Hoyme m@s prevented by business from being
present. 37

The Trustees were very much pleesed and grateful for
the generous increase whigh you &nd lrs. Prentiss made to the
originel gift for the Administration Building. Ny letters to
Nanking, to President Bowem &md to lir. Alexander Smell, heve been
of the most positive cheraster in ceutioning ageinst any expendi-
tu:e beyond this lerge increese thet hes been 2uthorized.

We felt considerably conmcerned lest Mr. and Mrs. Smell
should teke their furlough, zm—ue. before the Administration
Building and the other Dormitoriss were completed. President Bowen
reported that the building is proseeding very repidly end thet

h !

Mr. Small is delighted with the gpportunity to go on with it.
The birth of a2 1ittle dsughtar em She 30th of April was 8lso &
great source of joy to them, § ® birth involved & Ceesarian
pperation, their ground of reJboiging wes muoch greater then the
usual jJoy in the birth of the? st ohild.

I Just received, thi ming, ¢ letter from Dr. Sloan,
saying thet they were coming h or ghair furlough, s2iling on
the ress of Russia", leeving Shemghai July 12th. I em enclosing
& gopy of Dr. Sloen's letter, whioch will give you some leter news
from the hospitel. ‘

Other astions of the Trustees will be clear. Miss Bager,
Dr. MoLean and Roger Greene ams regarded 2s 2 @#reat find for the
hospital. ‘




b
Mr. John L. Severence,
June 26, 1919.

All inquiriee in regerd to the Dentist, Dr. Fellows,
have been most satisfaotory emd he will be prepared to seil for
Nenking by the 4th of September.

Hre Twinem, the men for Methematiass, is seiling the
26th of July. Dr. Demiels end Dr. Judson cen help us greetly in
meeting immediate dememde of the Mospitel till the other vzcancies
ere filled. Dr. Sleem, when here, of course, een get under the
problem of securing emy other men needed for the hospitel.

The respense and the co-operation of the Alumni has been
very enoouragin eand satisfactory. I received 2 letter, only to-day,
from Dr. J. C. Fergusem. He wees at the Commencement of Boston Univ.
ersity end reports that the University is very deeply interested in
their co-operaetion with the work of Nenking.

You will note, om Page 4, the esotion taken in regard to
President Bowen's 2ppeel for an additionel men from each of the
co-operating Boards for the Depertments of Agrioulture and Forestry.
The response of the members pragent, =c Dr. Frenklin, Dr. North,

Dr. Meleean end the strong emphemis placed by Mr. Speer indicate that
we o&n hope for eerly agg‘im’ot the Boards in complience with this
request. The Preshyterien liigsien have elrecdy sent in their request
Reisner be teken .S:es & P17th oen for the University Steff.

The letter receiwsd from the F.C.M.S. 4n regard to the
residence reported that thelr Seetety was meeting the 2 for 1 of
April 1, 1917, end would cortiswe € do so, but they were not pre-
garad to teke on §9,000 Gold for residence, but offered 5,000 Mex.

oward that object. At this meeting, however, Mr. 4. E. Corey,

Mr. Doan 2nd the deymex' Seovetary of their Boerd were present enad
there was & fine spirit. I thimk we shell secure considersble re-
lief on current through the 2d@itiomel oherpges in tuition. The.
last letters from President Bowem are very optimistic es to our
future outlook. :

You will note that the fusr consideration of the Seminery
end the Joint Secretaryship referred®® smell comiitttee to be called
by Ngr. Speer for fuller considerat$en smd report.

Letters coming now indi ) t the men are rellying
heartily from the shock of Dr. Gear "8 ®erious illness end Dr.J.L.
Stuert's o2ll to Peking. Dr. Gerritf lef% the Presbyterien Hospitel
on Setufdgy, after nearly two months $#B®e. He 1s still very week,
but had made exceptional gain a week 0% ¥Wo preceding.

I?_U"L L) Lot b ‘}{'
I feel very greatly your inteérest 2s to the outlookv,‘:fo:-w
the University. I wigh we might errange & meeting of the Committee
et & time when you would be in New York, where we could have conference

ovet the Theologicel Seminary, as well &8s the askings to be submitted




Mr. John L. Severanae,
June 268h, 1919.

to the Intershurch World Movement Secretaryship for Joint Boards.

We were sorry to leern of Mrs. Severence's illness in
Carifornia. I hope thet she Laes been able to edjust to the charnges
at Cleveland.

With kindest regerds to lrs. Severance and yourself,

Sinoerely yours,
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June 26, 1919.

Hrs. Te Fo Prentiss.
480 The Arcagde,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Deer llrs. Prentiss:

Your letter of Jenuary 24th, written just before
leaving for Celifornie, waes very deeply eppreciated by
Mrse Williems end myself. Feeling thet your going away weas
to be 2 perfest rest from businecs 2nd even communicetions of
friendship, ws refreined frow writing you then. '

j I oznnot eesily express to you 2nd your brother
the deep &pp reciation I feel for the large 2nd generous
additions you heve meae to your origingl gift for the Central
Administretion Build#ng. Letters coming 4n from President
Bowen report that the buildings sre proceeding very repidly.
Their 1dea was to ogcupy the first floore by %he early part of
September. Now thet it is possible to complete the building,
it is out hope thet 211 caen be Pfinished by Christmes time.

We are Jjust now breezking up et llonteleir, pecking
to go to Northfield for the summer. FKFeith completed the
High School courcse at Monteladir, with credit. Nery end Dorothy
completed the third and second years, respectively. Faith is
looking forward to Oberlin, next year, with great enthusiesm.
urs. Williems 8nd 1 are packed so thet we cen return to Chime
on ebout forty-eight hours notice, @wing to the very disturbed
political conditions in the Orient, par%icullrly. the acute
reletions just now beiween Chine and Jepena~dOwing to the
need of our securing addition2l men on ghe Faculty, as oelled
for, President Bowen has written(thet we remain some time
longer in the fell. MmgGA?

1 em enclosing & copy of the Minutes 2t the last
meeting of the Trustees. They were greatly oheered and en-
heertened by what you end your brother have done.

Through the edditional grents from the co-operating
Boards, emounting to ebout $18,000 on current end $14,000
toward property, all indebtedness of the University on the
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Mrs. F. ¥. Prentiss
June 26, 1919.

field has been aleared of?f-.

Owing to the illness of Dr. Gerritt, I have been
celled to look after Dr. Stanley White's sorrespondence with
his Missions, end heve been meeting regularly with the
Foreign Boerd and Council.

I shell be in New York City most of the summer,
in the office, end supplying the West End Church.

With warmest regerds, in which Mrs. Tilliems
Joine me,

Cordlell, ;cuwxs,




July 11lth, 1919.

Mr. John L. Severance,
480 The Arcade,
Cleveland, Ohlo.

Dear Mr. Severance:

The enclosed two pictures received in a letter from
President Bowen the other day, will indicate to you the rapld prog-
ress boing made on the Central Administration Building. The
building faces the South . Over one cormer of the building you can
gsee the top of the Japanese Consulate and at the left, two corners
of the two McCormiick dormitories. The other one taken on the South
Side of the building gives a fuller view of the Japanese Consulate.
The wall of the Consulate is the boundary of our land. You will see
that the base line of the building is being built in with the white
kai tsl marble. It is brought from a distance of 35 miles. All of
the marble work for the whole building hed already been prepared om
the ground hefiofe I left China, All of the big elty wall brikks
required were alsa laid down, The tiles for the rvol had already

been prepared so that the hullding can be rushed through very rap-
idly.

With our last letters they had not yet received the
aathorization to complete the building and interpreted the cadlke
"PROCEED" to mean that they were to complete the first sbéry &s
suggested by Mr. Small, They can easily, I belleve, complete the
whole buildimg before the Christmas holidays. The New York Woman's
Board in making & grant of $26,000 from the Sage fund for the chapel
as the Sage Memorial, requests the Presbyterian Board to advance
the money 80 that the building could be begun at once, Mr. Day's
$15,000 will be available for other buildings of the University.
With the completion of the main Central Bullding &and the chapel
and another dormitory, we shall have a good working unit.

A letter recelved from Preesident Bowen today reports
that the situation among the students and merchante throughout China
is very scute against the officials in Peking who 80ld out to Hap-
anese. Practiocally all the schoole in Peking, Tlientsin, Naking
and Shanghai as well as other large centers have suspended. The
main schools took the lead and the students in the Missiongschools
and colleges went out in sympathy. KEverything 1s perfectly orderly
snd quiet. Doubtless the Japanese would feel that missionary colleges
should require their students to remain in school &pd to express no
sympathy with the others, that however, could not be done by the
missionaries in charge, In this letter President Bowen reported




Mr, Severance®.......p

additional receipte from the Forestry Fund in Bhw amount ing to
$9,590 Mex. We hed before this racelived 318,000 Mex, from the
same sourse.

Mr. and Mrs. Reisner were appointed under our Board
at the meating of the Counc il Wednesday the 9th and a letter from
Mr., Doan of the F. C. M. S. reports that they will also appoint
8 miselonary teacher in the Agrigultural Department., Probably all
the Boards co-operating will underséake to support their representa-
tives in this department. '

I am hoping that with the settlement of Feace
and the return of more normal conditions, much can be accomplished
for the University.

Very eofdlally yowre,
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AT E~T9TY

Payments from Mr. John L. Severance and
Mrs. Prentiss for Administration Bldg.

1917 - May 21st  *$10,000.

1919 May 26th 20,000.

" Aug. 5th 20,000 $60,000.

Invoices paid to Perkins,Pellows & Hamilton :
by University:

Apr. 24, 1917, Por plans and specifications
for proposed Chapel of
Univers’.ty eecscecsssecee $ 760,

Por proposed Administra-
thn ’ldgo 000000000000 17§0=
$2500.




JOHN L.SEVERANCE
480 THE ARCADE
CLEVELAND,OHIO

Mr. Russel)l Carter, Treasurer,
156 Fifth avenue,
New York City.
Dear Bir:~

Herewith plmﬁ find two checke, one frem Mr.
Jehn L. Beverance for $10,000 and the other from Mrs, Elisa-
beth §. Prenties for like amount, making a total of $20,000.
This remittance is in payment in full of their pledge for the
Cellege at Nanking, and is also referred to in Mr, Severance's
letter of May twenty-fourth to Dr, Rebert Speer.

Kindly acknowledge receipt, and oblige
Very truly yours,

August the second, Secretary.
Nineteen hundred

Nineteen.

/:/ ;(151‘. VIR SPPIP
J




mt 7th. 191’0

Mr. John L. Severance,
480 The Arcade,
Cleveland, Ohioe.

Dear Mr. Severance:

Mr. Russell Carter is away for a bdrief
time on vacation, so I am writing in acknowledgment of
the two checks of $10,000 each of yourself and Mrs.
Prentiss from your secretary, Mr. Brodie.

These will be remitted directly to the
field. They are pressing forward with the dbuilding
very rapidly now. This was made possidble because they
already had all of the marble stone for trimmings laid
down on the ground as well as soms tens of thousands of
city wall brick. They had also early contracted whem
the rate was lowest for the tiles for the roof, which had
to be specially made. Reports from the field indicate
that they hope to complete the building early im the fall.
I anticipate this building when completed will add so much
to the beauty and semse of completemess of the unit, for
it will dominate the whole group. Ve are deeply
grateful to you for these gifts at this time.

I hope you and Mrs. Severance are enjoying
a quiet and restful summer.

With cordial regards, I am,

Sincerely yours,




August 7th, 1919.

Mr. W. J. Brodie,
480 The Arcade,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Mr. Brodie:

‘Your letter of August 2nd, emclosing

checks from Mr. Severance and Mrs, Prentiss for $10,000

each,came to the office during Mr. Carter's absence for
e vacation.

I have written notes in acknowledgment
both to Mr, Severance and to Mrs, Prentiss.

With kind regards,

vincerely yours,




August 7th, 1919,

Mrs. Po P. Prentiss,
480 The Arcade,

Cleveland, Ohilo.
Dear Mrs. Prentiss:

In the absence of Mr. Russell Carter, our Treasurer,
I am writing to acknowledge the receipt thru your secretary,
ur. Brodie, of your share of the $20,000.00 sent in to Mr.
Oarter toward the central bullding of the University, these
gifts making a total of $50,000.00 already paid in to the
Preasurer of the Universitye.

You will be pleased, I think, with the rapid progress
they are making in the comstruoction of the central building.
This was poseible because our engineer, Mr, Small, had all of the
marble laid on the ground,together with all the city wall briek
required, and the tiles for the roof, before construction was
begune. They should be able to complete the dbuilding in the
early fall. Its construction will mean so much for the
University, for it will dominate the whole group, besides

affording the rooms so desperately needed. It will add more

than any other building to the bo;&'ty and sense of completeness

of the whole unit.

I hope you are enjoying a pleasant and restful

Very cordially yours,




September 18, 1919.

Keve. Sterley White, D. L.,
Proutz Neck,
deine.
Dear Pr. White:
dire Beysrd Dedge haes just bsan in oonference with
me over the 'phone 2nd *s vary sazer that ther2 be ar oppor-
turity of 2 a >rence of Dr. Wiliiam Jescup, wr. ¥rdwmen,
Prof. Bateh and himself znd sny others from Syria, wita you,
before Dre Jessup returns to the Zield, in order thet he might
cerry beck to the mission dircetly the latest word of develop-
ment.
Phe cnolosed ca2rd wac »revented by an attractive
young fellow, who wes c2lling here to ses you this morning. \
It will be & greet pleasure Yo tee you on your return
and to hear the interesting experienocs you heve met. There are
maény ocells for you to speak, es per une englosed, from

-

mr. Russell Bennett. Since you zre coming beck next week, we

will put then 2}1 together andlyou é&n reply on your return.
g P

itost cordielly yours,




Septemher Z4th, 191%.

Rev. Stanley White, D. D.,
1126 Madison ivenue,
Hew York City.

Dear Dr. Whlte:

: Further conversation with Bayard Dodge confirmed the
hoar of 11 A.M. on Saturday and the place &t Ir. MeacCallum's
office, #1 Medison Avenue., He also wished to have yor know
that {f yom would let him know where to meet you he would csll
for you with his auto and drive you out to their home for
dimar Priday evening. 1 think he keyehéve written you of this
and also about arrangements about returning to New York,

1 think there will be opportunity to confer at the
offlce over weversl matters that should be handled at the next
Coanell meeting, first, Mr, Haymaker's redation to the Guate-
mela Mlsslon, - Messre. HelDougall and Pierson would like to have
him put on &8 a regnlar nissionary but hefore recommending any
sstlon, I thought the guestion should go hefore you and all
its aspects. There is also an immediate question of the
Althans' return to Hunan. They have had thelr fime extended
on account of his suffering from T.B. He oan now return., The
only. qrestion Inmmily mind 1& whether you might not have too
meny people afflicted in that way in relation to the Hunan
Mission and whether it would he wigse to raime the question of
his tranefer in China to a more healthful climmte.

Several other questions we c&n go over when you
come in the office.

Most cordlally yourse,
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October 29,1919,

¥r, John L, Severance,
480 The Arccade,
Cleveland, Ohio,

My dear Y¥r, Severance,

While at Pitteburg I hed en opportunity of further
conference with lir, Arthur V, Devie in which he told me that Mr.
Johnegon weg expected to return on the lsuretenia, eeiling from
Frence the 1lth of Novepber sn: thet he would at thet time take
up immedistely with him the propoeitioneg for the University snd
Canton College,

1t happened ag 1 was leaving Pitteburg Fridey
evening of legt wesk crme into the sare gleeper fnd reked me if
I would rot step ir hie compsertment snd vieit. fgide from get-
ting better scquainted in every way 1 hed &n opporturity of ane-
vering meny questiong ir regerd to China end the work, Mr., Davie
remerked that he felt bad that they hesd not done anything during
the yeer on the truet fund, so I thought thie irformetior might
be of intereet to you ir nmeeting Mr, Johneon.

The lagt meil brought me s letter from Dr, Rowe,
fcting Preeident of the Theologicsl Seminury in the abgence of
Dr, Garritt, I sm encloging you #» complete copy of the letter
&g it touchee upon €0 meny pointe of intereet in connection with
the Seminary. I &= sure you will note the very large expecta-
tione created by Bighop liewie' revort of the glowing euccese of
the Centennary, A good corrective for the Biehor's over-enthus-
ieem ie Dr, North'e coneervatiem, 1 em encloeing & copy of one
of the laet lettere from Dr, Horth besring on the matter of the
$100,000 for endowment, 1In & letter from Dr., Bowen under date
of September 18th he writes in regerd to the Seminery se follows;

"1 hope they hsve gone shesd with the theological
developments, There i no need of delaying them uidless there are
very eerioug csaugce at that end, ed everything hes been done st
thie end to pueh forward the progrsm for their Board of Men sgere
end cur trueteee hrve spproved of them,

"You will be interested in imowing that six
college grade men have come to enter the Theological School
thie term from Tungchow, They have finiched three years of the
college work and because of the feelinge up there have been gent
here. 1 think they have now &l together twenty men in the
Theologieal School from North Shantung, Chihli snd Shanei which

goee to ghow that in epite of what they have esid in the north




Severance -2-

gtudente can be induced to come eouth,

"Phe Seminery ig in s very hard way this term
with Dr, Price &nd Dr, Gerritt away and elego Chang Vvung-Heuin,
¥r, Richardeon ie# here and ie goins to prove a very fine man,
1 em sure,"

The carrying through gn effective wsy of the
Graduate Theologieal Depsartmernt ie t%;zﬁ1cnlly of suprememim-
portance for the development of an adsqusate leaderghip for all

the missione and Chinege shurches. The coopersting bosrde have
agreed to the policy of sdvsnce, The Christisn Foard hae se-
cured a very fine men in ¥r, sradehaw who ie sgeociated with
williem Adame Brown, ae & tescher in Union Seminary. If, with
the grester emphaeie upon the trsining of medicel men and the
greuter etregs upon the training of teschereg #nd men in techni-
¢8l and spplied edcience by the Chinere government schoole #nd

the constantly increseing tresm of returned etuderte of higher
training the churcheg and migsions thould fail to make sdeguste
provigiong for the hatter treining of men for the minigtry slong
the more modern and efficient linee it would be & thonesnd pitiee.
4n extraordinary opportunity is sfforded the church in China at thie
time snd the trend of the last fifteen yearg esway from training
sénd’ theological eechoole in ‘merica for the minietry, which ie

one of the factore rrobably that sccounted for the net decrease

of 28,000 laet year of the Presbyterisn Church membership in
imweyica ie the parallel by conditione in Chins, The Church ie
there entering upon the grest rieing tide.

/ And now is the time for it to trke advantage
of the flood tide and carry ite victory to the utmost,

vou will see how deepnly Dr, Garritt will be migeged
in the Theologicsl Sehool ag well ae in the work of the miegeione,

£0d how much they are counting upon Mr, Lew'e return to help them
‘out,

, 1t wag & very great plessure to be in y ur home
/ |md to see Yrs, Severance sgain and have & longer vieit with
/| Mre, Prentiese,

With cordisl regarde

v

Sincerely,

[ WBW:8
JU o ;pclosnroe:




November 15th, 1919.

ir. John L. Severance,
480, The Arcade,
Clovelend, Ohio.

Dear Nr. Severance:-

In 1line with our conversation at the recert meeting .
of the board of Trustees I am writing yo: with regard to the support of r. amd
lrs, T, ¥ Lew in tho “heological Saminary. “hey are plamning to return in a
month or {wo to Nanking. The salary the Semimary will provide will be Mexicans
$150,00 & montikh. Unfortunately, the present rate of exchange is disadvantagsous
to us, Leing at the rmate of one for one. 1 do appreciate deeply the willingness
of Mrs. Prentiss and ycurself to aid ns in returning l'r. Lew to the work of the
Seminary. For the development of Christian effort in uniom through a united
Christian Church 1 know of no Iinvestzent that will tell more directly than the
placing of a man with lIr, Lew's qualifications in this work. iie is an able
scholar, a gentleman, & man with great courage, and | anticipate he will have
groat influence with his people.

I am writing this formally, although I anticipate the
pleasure of geeing you in Clevelande. I am leaving this afternmoon, having to
stop in Cleveland over Sunda: and a part of llonday en route weste.

%“ith most cordial regurds, I an,

Very sincerely yours,




November 15th, 1919,

ir, John L. Severance,
480, The Arcade,
Cleveland, Ohio,.

Dear Mr. Severance:-

In 1line with our conversation at the recent meeting
of the Board of Trustees I am writing yo: with regard to the support of Mre. and
irs. 7. ¥. Lew in the Theological Seminary. T“hey are clamning to return in a
month or two to Nanking. The salary the Seminary will provide will be lMexicans
+v150.00 a month, Unfortunately, the present rate of exchange is disadvantageous
to us, being at the mte of one for one. I do appreciate deeply the willingness
of Urs. Prentiss and yourself to aid us in returning ur. Lew to the work of the
Seminary. Por the development of Christian effort in union through a united
Christian Church I know of no investment that will tell mors directly than the
placing of a man with Ir, Lew's qualifications in this work. ife is an able
scholar, a gentleman, a man with great courage, and I anticipate he will have
groat influence with his people.

I am writing this formally, although I anticipate the
pPleasure of seeing you in Cleveland. I am leaving this afternoon, having to
ston in Cleveland over Sunday and a part of londay en route west.

%ith most cordial regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) J. B Williams
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August 2nd, 1920,

Mr. John L. Severarce,
480 The Arcade,
Cleveland, Ohio.
My dear Mr. Severance:

You very generously increased your
Pledge to the Administration Building by addiung $15,000.00
with the understanding that this last £15,000.00 shomnld de
paid during 1920, or at least after January lst, 1920. Ve
bhave not written you regarding the last $15,000.00 for we
thought they would be advising us from the field when they had
need of it. I have just received the following word from the
Treasurer on the field.

"l would like to ask if you have received
further remittances on the Administration Building?
1 trust you have, and that they may be om the way to
us. Up to date the Administration Building account
has a debit balance of over Hex. $20,000. and we shall
be very mach in need of it soon."

Exchange has been very much more
favorable of late, as you know, and $15,000.00 gold today will
prodnce the Mex. $20,000. to which he refers.

With kind regards,

Very sincerely yours,




JOHN L.SEVERANCE
480 THE ARCADE

CLEVELAND, OHIO Aug. 4, 1330,
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Russell Curtew, Treasurer, Gl
Nasking Undvewrsity,

156 PATSN Ave.,
New¥ork City.

My deor Mr. Cutders

Your note 0f the 2md at hand, and I dererith
hand you my chock for §7,500 to coumplete my pledge for the
Muinistration Building of Nenking University. lMrs. Pregtiess
drefi for 1ike mmdwnt 45 4100 9nclesed iz pagment of ber plédgs.

T have recently ressived o letter frem Or. HQime wrging
thet deme 82 48 vielt Ghina this Tall in order that they may have
ke formal dadisativa of tbe waw dudldings in Nevasbew, bus 2
nnmmw this was Lupoesidie se far ax ire. Boverunce
and I ars concernsd. I ales feesived semes very atfirastive
‘vhatographe of the canpme wnd the new duildings, and we vers ol
very such plensed with the sppearance of the Neworimd num(.

W44k best wiahes, I em

fours very sruly,
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19777 ﬂu&%‘é{.{“th. 1920, '

dr. John L. deverance,
480 The Arcade,
Cleveland, Ohio.

My dear Mr, Severance:

Wany thanks for your fine note of
Auzust 4th enclosing a total of 515,000. one-half this
amount being from your pood self and one-half from Mrs.
Prentiss, This money completes tne pledges, =5 we
understand 1t, for the splendid Administration Building
at Ranking University.

I wish indeed it were going to be
‘posaibie for you and Mrs. Severance to visit Nanking, but
I cén well understand now it is that you find it impossible

to do s0 this fall.

Faithfully yours,




Mo o Lavnomer

CABL! DDRESS - PLAZA-NEW YORK

THE PLAZA

FIFTH AVENUE S58TH TO 59T™ STREETS
AT CENTRAL PARK

THE GREENBRIER
WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, W. VA.

e NEW YORK

January 22, 1922.

Mr. George T Scott,

Board of Foreign Missions,
156 Fifth Avenue,

New York City

My dear Mr. Scott:

I haven't at hand the letter from
Doctor lilliams of which I spoke to you this morning
but am glad to take this opportunity to advise you
that Mrs. Prentiss and I will assume the additional
expense involved over our former pledges for the
eonstruction of the Administration Building at
Nanking University.

I believe Dr. Williams reports
this excess as ]‘h 16,624 ,approximately $8,312 golad.
Mrs. Prentiss and I will pay this sometime before the
31st of Maroh.

Yours truly,




o & s
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January 24th, 1922,

mo for the versi of iles

VERBAL PLEDGE BY MR, JOHN L, SEVERANCE RP BALANQE

On Monday, January 23rd, 1922, Mr. John L.
Severance, in an interview with Mr. George T, Scott, Assistant
Treasurer of the Nanking University Trustees, stated that he
had received a letter from the Vice-President of the University,
Dr, J. B, Williams, speaking of the situation on the field,
which was evidently one that called for financial relief, although
he intimated that Dr. Williams had not directly asked for any funds
from him, Mr, Severance and Mr. Scott spoke briéfly of the
situation and referred to the deficit of §16,324. Mex., on the con-
struction of Severance Hall, and of the Trustees' unwillingness
to approach Mr, Severance for this sum, in view of the previous
understanding that any such deficit should not be referred to him,
Mr. Severance, however, stated that he felt that he and Mrs. Prentiss
would like to help the institution in its present financial need,
that both he and Mrs. Prentiss could not mske any immediate payment,
but that within the next three or four months they hoped Jointly to
care for the entire overdraft of §16,324 Mex. on the building of
Severance Hall, Mr. Scott stated that if the rates of exchange
continued at approximately present levels, this amount of local
currency would cost from $8300. to $8500. gold. J

Mr. Severance did not leave any written and signed
memorandum of this pledge and this present statement is dictated by
Mr, Scott as a memorandum of the interview. ‘Mr. Severance is
planning to write to Mr. Scott concerning other undertakings of his
and it is possible that he may also write concerning the one

mentioned above.
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Copy for Dr. Eric.M. NAMNMNKING
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Jenuary 30th, 1922,

¥r, John L. Severance,
480 The Arcade,
Cleveland, Ohio.

My dear Mr,. Severance: e Overdraft Severan 1, Nanki iversit

in aceordence with your personal request on Friday noon,
1 am writing you a memorandum regarding the date of payment of the over-
draft on Severance Hall, Fanking University, which payment you and Mrs. Prentiss
have so generously undertaken to make "some time before the Jlst of March."

You will recall that I ventured to intimate that, in view of
the very unexpected and embarrassing financlal situstion in which Nanking
University found itself just at this moment, you might poasibly consider peyment
of this particular pledge of yours at &n early date, deferring, if more convenient
for vou, certain other items, payment of which is not so immediately pressing.
1 explained to you that the Finance Committee of the Trustees was compelled to
advance credit by cable of $20,000 Mexicans, temporarily securing themselves,
mach to their own disproval, by endowment funds. The draft covering this has
just been prescunted today for payment and we uroe termorarily meeting it out
of funds otherwise designated.

I notice th2t in your letter you speak of this Severance Hall
overdraft of $16,624 Mex. as amounting to “approximetely #8,312 gold."
The prevailing rate of exchange in New York during the past week for Mexican
dollars at Shanghai has varied from 53.75 to 55. Estimating the rate at
54 cents the overdraft of $16,624 Mex. equals $3,976.96 gold. If we think
of your contribution 2s largely meeting the above draft of $20,000 Mexicans,
which could be considered as defraying the Severance Hall overdraft, then
this rate of exchange of 54 is a trifle less than the rate (1.85 to 1.86)
at which the gold was sold to purchase tne ilexican dollars in shanghai on
January 4th, 1922,

Bave you had an opportunity to take up with Xr, Homer Johnson
the question of a possible interview which he could grant to Mr. John H, Reisner
in regard to cooperation from the Hall Estate? A

Inasmach as my attendance at the funeral service of Nr. Scot Roster
on Saturday prevented my writing you on that day, I am sending this upderspecial
delivery stamp to make up partly for the delay. e o

With best wishes for a pleasant trip to Southern Califqrntd, = :

and & happy and health-giving visit, I am, ¢ gt

S

Very sincerely yours,

- a ”\/ﬂg

Assistant Treasurer

S ol
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JOHN L.SEVERANCE

“FEOTHE ARCADE

FEB 8 1977 CLEVELAND,OH10

January 31, 1932

Geo. T, Scott, Asst. Treasurer,
University of Namking,
156 Fifth Avenue,
New York City.

My dear Mr. Scott:

Your letter of Jamuary 30 is at
hand this morming, and I am enclosing herewith my
check on Seaboard Natiomal Bamk of New York for
$4,488,50; also check from Mrs. Prentiss for the same
amount, making a total of $8,977, your estimate of
$16,224 Mex., the excess cost of Severance Hall over
and above our previous contributions.

I did not understand that I was
to see Mr, Homer Johnson again in reference to the
conference with Mr, John H. Reisner re., the Hall Ks-
tate, as I understood the gentlemen had met in New
York in December; but the first opporiumity I have
of meeting Mr, Johnson, I will call the matter to
his attention. I think he is in the city at pres-

ent, although he spends most of!'the winter at Pine-
hurst.

I beg to remain

truly yours,

Encle
JL3:Me




Copy for Dr. Eric M, North

Felwuary 6th, 1922,

Nr, Joha L. Severemos
and :
¥re, Frangis F. Preatiss

By dsar Nr, Severance and Mrs. Premtiss:

On dedalf of the Trustees of Nankizy University
allow ne 0 scmowlodge and thamk you mast cordially for your
wery gemsrous mmmswummmw for whish
reashed the offioe the end of last week. Tais total aggregute
contribation of $3,977,00 mweets in fmll the overdraft {whieh amouated
to §18 Mex, and at the rate of B4¢ equals sn amsunt slightly less
then 38,977.00 gold) ou the ocustrustion of Severance Hall, the
besutinal and extremely useful Cenlrsl and dwinistration Maildiag of
the University of Hanking.

Thies contridatiou is most timely aadi relieves the
University of the moat yressing part of fts pwsent Indebtodness
whieh was purtly ccured by the largely ingremased coat of supplies snd
equipemnt for laboratory and other festures of the University work.

Witk renewed expression of gratitude fur your flly
sppreciated and zubstantinl co-opereation in tiis eminently worthy
institation, 1 beg leave %0 remmin, on bolalf of the Trustess,

Yory sfucerely yours,




ir. John L, Severance,
Hotel Plasa,
59th Street & Fifth Avenue,
Bew York City.

Dear Mr, Severance:-

We are hoping that you can stop in a 1ittle

while in the mmin’ before going down town for a meeting of the

Finance Committee of Wanking University. I appreeiate that this is
very short notice, but some matters Lave gcome up that re.lly ought to
be dealt with by the Finanocs Committoe prior % the meeting of the
Board of Trustees on Saturday. We are, thereforo, venturing to call
this weeting for 9:30 tomorrow, rriday morning, in ny office.

Sincerely trusting #hat it may be possible for
you o give us o 1ittle while, I am,

Very sinserely yours,




Col

7o the esbers of tho
Finance Comlittes of the
U dverslty of Tasking.

- - o JOVOrnnoce

Lre Ae s Cory

lire "Q Je 3%3‘

m. :O ﬂ. ?m*lm' r' .‘:‘g'
Nove ‘e He Orthy s e

Gentlonen:~

ire » He Brown, classmatc and friend of Dre Villloms, hus tumed
over to Dre Willlama, vho hos deposited them with ~w, twe Gortiflcates for 100
ghares euch of the lone Star Gas Company Stook, tho par value of shich is 1269004
which, at par, would thus produce (5,000,00, ! made Inquiry yesterday and the
market was 23 bid, 24 asted, It tomched Z0 not very 1ong ' agoe This 3tock is
now paying on a basis of 87, paysble quarterly, s> that, as Xr, Broun suys, if e
Univerzity doss not moed the funde it is tomporerily well iwostade This
itoak Was givon In lieu of the £5,000400 vhich lire Brown proaised "re Williams
he would give the tniversity of Tanving if he wurz wble to a0ll thils Stuok at
328,00 a share, and the Stock has been trensforred to Dre ¥illliams as trustoe
fop the benefit of Yanking University ond 're Wiliiams ondopsed the (aertificates
in blanke

' In o letter from iire Browm, vho asks that this gift be treated as
s sonfidential matter a8 far as possidle, he st our requost has odvised that no
one cen tell sbsolutoly tho best time to soll the Stock, e writes:

*1 should saye When the stock r::ohe® §25,- which is par-
1t might do a good plan to dispese of ite You culd lewve o
solling order of that kind, if you 0 desire. ' ave done
considerable btusiross with Bmanuel=rurier & Compongy, 120 Broad.my,
and ynow they are entirely mlisdle., You culd lowe a selling
order at 328 net to yous whem the stook resohed that point it would
be solds"

Moy W hove your Juigment as to what is dont to do in the mattore I
andorstand that there are no conditions attaohed to the gift and that itom W
used %o roduse the University's indobtednosse Dre illiams md T hive boem inolined
to follow ir, Browm's mggestion,

Very sinceraly you s,

Copy sent to Mr. Moss




TRANSFER

JOHN L.SEVERANCE
480 THE ARCADE
CLEVELAND,OHIO

May 14, 1925

Russell Carter, Associate Treas.,
Board of Foreign Missions,
156 Fifth Avenue,
New York City.

Your letter of the 8th came while
I was absent from the city the first part of the
week, and I have only returned this -gming. In

reply to same I beg to hand you my check for

$2,500 covering my pledge tbrough Dr. J. E. Wil-

liams for the Science Building at Nanking Univer-
sity.

Viry truly yeurs,

1
)

ov G/,
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UNIVERSITY OF NANKING.

June 17, 1925.

Mr, J. L. Severanose,
480 Tre Arcade,
Cleveland, Ohio.

My dear Mr. Severance: :

I-am enclosing herewith the minutes of the last meeting of the Trustees
of the University of Ngnking and also the minutes of the Board of Managers of March.
16, 1925. I also enclose the budget for 1925-1926. 1 am sure it is the most
thoroughly organized budget that we have had in this office from eny of the colleges
and represents, you will note, inclusive of the Hospital, a proposed expenditure of
- Mexican $634,000. The details of the budget together with its total are indications
of the careful and extensive work which the University is carrying on. ‘

You will also note from the minutes of the Managers that theroc are two
buildings under construction. The Science Building which will house the College of
Agriculture & Forestry is to be known as Bailie Fall, in honor of Mr. Joseph Bailie
who first undertook the development of agriculture and forestry work in connestion

~with our China colleges. The scoond building ie the Recitation Building for the
Language “phbol which is to be known as Keen Hall, in memory of ¥r. Charles S. Keen,
who was the rcoent Dean of the School.

Matters to which the Trustees must give attention in the near future are
the provisions for the electric light plant and additional dormitories, as well as
a librery and a cymnasium.

I am writing this to the Trustees who were unable to be rresent at the
recent meeting with the thought that they would be glad to have me call their atten-’
tion to the outstanding points in connection with recent developments. ,

‘We have had no indiecations that the recent disturbances in China have to
any appreciable degree interfered with the work of the University.

A\

Faithfully yours,

Seoretary, .
University of Nankinge’
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June 20, 1927, ﬁ

/\)./
9,% A/\/
Mr, Jobn L. Bﬂm. ‘ y\&\d&

480, The frca
5 § welamd, Ohlog

My dear . Coveranoed

o ‘Ya are very crata®™l % you JoP
vou? chack for W sand dolliers fnr AT oM TEancy
mde vhich v, UNFSeP has givem o um today,  Thie
w111 be u great ASgdsWence to ue in matmr tha eny
sxtrecrdiinury i) ‘ponnected =i th our u:rmmr«-aty
sipnorged stolf RSOMISe of the #en-incs troublp, Ve
ere not ctteuptd B fceotore eny of our bulldinge &t

the precent timee \

nr, Bowen left W _;' | g0 for Hinneapolis, ind I am-
advieing hik 1 of thie vory ganaroun gift,

1 am oure he will “to writa to ysu Airootly,
Again thanking you for your mah\spyumotn.ted,ml;:,

Cordielly youre,
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DEERWOOD
UPPER SARANAC, NFW YORK
Séptember 24th,
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Mr, BR.,-1A, Gargide . s e A
150 Fifth Avenue, [ '
T'ew York, N9 e

Your letter of the 16th has finally reached me
thkrovgh my office in Cleveland,

yot have word of
though I
I mizght have
reports whic
reached me
+he action
the unanimous orinion

14ccussion of the whole vproblem
not in accord with some of the
of tre minutes of the meeting,

I do not.assent ¢ B ] In other words, I do not
approve of the propos SR ons » between the new Poard of
Directors and the B g of 1 RAC 2.8 pvnr osed by e present
Board of Mansagers, ; 1owever, that i ) ! of the
Board of Trustees on th ‘ nly & . qua ying assent,

recommendations te the var-
ious Mis B ds sonti the cash érantu under present
conditi \ ¥ i o any morec money into China
under th 2he r

Reforring to paragraph eight, I would have that
the proposed arrangement be made for a shorter . five
years, It seems to me, two or three years at .t T . would bavn
been sufficient, and, arran ient had proved satisfactory
to all parties interested at the 9,5 11d h 'xuended
for a: further

However, under the circumstanced as refer: in the
early part of my letter, T finelly encless ny assent o he action |
taken, :







University of Nanking |
October 26, 1927

Mr. Jopn L. Severance,
480 The Arcade,
Cleveland, Ohio.

My dear Mr. Severance,

The latter acocmpanying your vote on the proposed re-
orgenization plan for Namking University was received some $ime ago, and
I have communioated your views bamofﬁt leading members of the
Board of Trustees.

You know alrealy that the Board of Trustees feel very
much as you do in rogara to the proposals now under discussion. Dr. Speer,
who drafted the action of the Board in the form I submitted it to you, has
felt all along that the bdest solutions we can discover at this time ane far
from ideal, and are sure to ocontaim mudh vhich we would gladly change if we
could find any detter courss to suibstitute.

Many of the best friends of the mission enterprise in
China are sharing with you feelings of extrems pessimism as regards the
future of our (hristian institutions there. Certainly the prospects are
that for a good many years to come the disturbances in Chins whidch have
brought eo mudh suffering and destruction to the Chiness people themselves
will continmme to sndanger Christisnm lives and property as well as mon-
(hristian. There are availallig certain just and proper safeguards shich
will help, dut prodadbly cannot eatirely elimimate the dangers involved.

Faced by these facts many who have given most generously
toward the huilding up of (hristian work in China are concluding that for
the present at least they will no longer contridute fumds to China, Many
who have given the Dest years of their life to Chinma are returning to
/ Amerioa and amnouncing that they will no longer attempt to serve there.

The amaszing thing has been that in the midst of all this
confusion and uncertainty me have discovered that what we considered the
weakest part of our Chinese Christiap enterprise has now proven the strong-
est. From all over China have been coming admiring, and sometimes half-
surprised, tridtutes to the way our Chinese Christian leaders have stood the
crisis, Memy of them have suffered loss of property or even life itself,
and uncounted numbers have besm ditterly reviled dy their own people. Often
they have been torm between what seemsd to de conflicting duties, and have
~ net Yeen sure whether im deing loyal to mlr Christisn friends and ideals

O04H



Mr. Severanmoe 2 i NGO Octoder 26, 1927 &

they might not be bdetraying their own peopls and nation. Yed with dut the
rarest exceptions theee Chineee Christisns have come through the orisis in
a way vhich has won the, re at and adwiration of both their foreign friends
and of their own people, b5

/
Trom week to week during/ these last seven months ouwr

Yow York office has been receiving evidencys of the ocourage and faithful.
noes and ghrewl common sense of the Chinegs staff who have deen left to

carry on the University of Nemkin hey have had a constant struggle
with military ocosmanders of all ti. i an even more annoying conflict
with undisciplined dbands of ooltuo s, all of them sseking to ocoupy the
buildings and over-run the ocampus. \They have boen handicapped dy the
abeence of the foreign members of staff/ and have been ferced %o struggle
with immumeradle administrative and ingtructional prodlems mew to them,
They have been forosd $o meet emerger §y expenses and employ additional
menders of etaff under oonditions whefd funde were insufficient for even
the usual rumning expenses. Yot & ore hag deen any wavering or loss
of courage, it has Q‘? at. \Our hinese staff has oarried on
laawuhtdlhum. aunted (hristian faith and oconviction that the
causs of Chriet must triumph, /1 have watched the way in vhich owr
(iriatian Chinese lzaders in Nanking and elsewhere meet the oriets which
has confronted them in recent mogths, I hava found 4% impossidle to grow
pessimistic about the future of pwr (hristian institutions in Chima. IS
would de folly %o contend that gverything is it should %o im China, or
to say that there are not diffYmities and dasgers and even mistakes deing
mde by those trying to formlate a course of rrocedure for owr Christisn
work there; but it would bde apt even grouur folly to grow faint hearted and
discouraged . Christ's ceuge has often made ity greatest forward strides
amid dangers ard discouragempsnts. - :

tragedy. It would be a
now,

cond and still graver tragedy for us to give wp

The -or;[u Hanking has sucosssfully paseed through one

Ixhaxe

T™he tiings I have said in the sbove padagraphs you of
course already have in mind. Put I have ventured to to them bo-
canes I feel that we hre Sn the offfos haws mot beem uble %o pass along
to the Trustees as fu as v would like the more encouraging aspeots of
the situation as we gatch them now and them from letters amd reports that
come $0 use. '

Faithfully yours,

Searetary
University of Nanking
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they might not be detraying their omn peopls and mation. Yet with the
rerest exceptions theee Chimees (hristicm leaders have oome thromgh the
orisis in a way which has won the respect and admiration both of their for-
~ eign friends and of their own people.

During these last seven months our New York office has been
receiving constant evidenass of the courage and faithfuluess and shrewd com-
mon sense of the Chinese estaff who have deen left to carry on the University
of Nanking. ey have had a hard struggle with military commanders, and even
more with undisciplined damds of soldiers, all seeking to ocoupy the dbuildings
and over-run the campus, The absence of foreign merbers of staff has compelled
them to graprle with porplexing administrative amd instructional problems en-
tirely new to them., They have had to meet emsrgency expenses and ch addi-
tiona]l members of staff where funds were insuffiocient for evem the usual run.
ning exponsss. Yot they have carried on in a way vhich has put to shame
our vaunted Christian faith amd our off-azserted comviction \hat the canse of
thrist cam kmow no defeat.

N\ As I have watched the way in which our (hinese Ghristian
leaders in Nanking and elsevhere have med the arisis vhich has scomfronted
them, I have found it imrossidle fo grow pessimistia about the fature of
our Christian institutions in China. It would be folly to contend that all
is 68 it ddould Be there, orf %o deny Wiat there are diffiomlties and dangers
and even mistakes beimg made by those trying to formulate polistes for owr
work there. Mus$ 4% would de an éven greater folly to grow faind hearted
and discouraged: -The work in Nanking has riesn sucosssfully sbeve ome
tragedy. IS would be a sedond and sdill graver tragedy for us to-give wp
now the work we have begum, or to-refuse %0 urhold the hands of those whose
faith and couragy will soomer or later win through to viotory.
™hese things you of course already have in mimd, I have
ventured to write them bdecauss I feel that we hers in the office have not
besn able $o pass along to the Trustese as fully as we would like the more
encouraging glimpsew of the situnation which we catch now and then from lot-
- ters and reports that oome te us. . ~ \

Faithiully yours,
BAc/0




JOHN L.SEVERANCE / i

480 THE ARCADE
CLEVELAND,OHIO

November 1, 1934

C. n. Evans, Associate Treasurer,
Associated Boards for Christian
Colleges in China,
150 Fifth Ave.,
No Y. City.

Dear Sir:

Mr. Severance has been confined to his home

the past ten days, end I am therefore teking the liberty of

returning to you the papers end statement enclosed with your
letter of October 22, inasmuch as you wish to pass them on to
other members of the committee.

Very truly yours,

$8 Covici
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JOHN L.SEVERANCE
480 THE ARCADE
CLEVELAND,OHIO

November 20, 1934

C. A. Evans, Assoc. Secy.,
150 Fifth Avenue,
New York City.
My dear Mr. Evans:

I beg to acknowledge receipt of

your letter of November 15, end regret that I find it

impossible to be in New York on November 28 to attend

the meeting of the committee called for that day.
Will you kindly express my regrets to the Chairman
and oblige

Very truly yours,




JOHN L.SEVERANCE
480 THE ARCADE
CLEVELAND,OHIO

June 7, 1935

-

C. 4, Evans, Exec. Secy.,
150 Fifth Avenue,
New York City.
Dear Sir:
I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of

June fourth calling & meeting of the Board of Directors of-

Nenking University on June eleventh, and regret that I shall

be unable to attend this meeting as it comes on the same day
as a meeting here of the trustees of Western Reserve Univer-
sity.

Very truly yours,

/ /*/M\ &% dZM/I/m/MQ e
J
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JOHN L.SEVERANCE
480 THE ARCADE
CLEVELAND,OHIO

October 8, 1935

C. A, Evans, Exec. Secy.,
150 Fifth Avenue,
New York City.

Dear Sir:

Mir. Severance has asked me to acknowledge re-

ceipt of your letter of October fourth, advising of a meeting

of the Committee on Finance, Property and Investment of University
of Nanking on Thursday of this week. He regrets that he is
unable to attend this meeting, as he has engagements here

both Thursday and Friday.

Very truly yours,

6. T oot




. / o
) JOHN L.SEVERANCE

¥ 480 THE ARCADE i |
CLEVELAND,OHIO

October 10, 1935

/“ i "\,\
(:flakku;>
Dr. Robert E. Speer,

President Board of Founders,
University of Nanking,

156 Fifth Avenue,
New York City.

My dear Dr. Speer:

I recently received a notice of meeting
of the Committee on Finance, Property and Investment of the
University of Nanking. It was impossible for me to attend
this meeting because it conflicted with other engagements I
had here.

For the last two years I have found it
impossible to attend meetings of the Board of the University
of Nanking, and I therefore think it wise and proper for me

to resign and give way to someone who can serve the Univer-
sity and also represent the Board of Foreign Missions more
adequately than I am able to do; so may I ask you to present

my resignation at an early date convenient to your appointments?
It has been a privilege and a pleasure to be a member of this
organization in the past, although in recent years I have not
been able to give adequate service.

With most cordial regerds and best wishes,
I am

sincerely,

Tk




R

CABLE ADDRESS, ‘‘INCULCATE NEW YORK'® TELEPHONE WATKINS 9-2000

THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. A,

October 15, 1955

Ceekr 13/2€

OFFICE OF SECRETARY

Mr. B. A. w.id.’
150 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Dear Mr. Garside;

I enclese herewith a letter from Mr. Severance, with a eopy
of my reply. Will yom see that it is put on the Docket for the next
meeting of the Beard of Foumders ? Perhaps we might ask him, if we
think best, to contimue on the Beard, but release him of membership
on any of the committees, On the other hand, it certain}y would be

well if we could have a more active layman representing the Presbyterian
Church.

Mthmnv?):z;% é"%







5.\ :ﬂy October 15, 1955

ire John L. Severance,
480 The Arcade,
Cleveland, Ohio
My dear lr' Severances

It was a pleasure to hear from you in your kind letter of October
10th. We have missed very much the happy mestings with you of the past years
both in our Board of Foreign Missions end in the Board of Founders of the
University of Nanmking.

I will report your letter to Mr. Garside, secretary of the Board for
preasﬁtation at the next meeting of the Board,

I trust that you are well and with waram regard, I am,

Vory cordially yours,




October 28, 1935

bet me acknowledge receipt of your letter of October
15th, concerning Mr. Severance’s resignation as a member of our
Banking Bouard of Founderse

8ince My, Severance is a representative of the Presby=
terisn Board final action on the matter must, of course, be taken by
that Board rather then by the Nanking Founders. I quite agree, hom,
that the matter should be brought to the next meeting of our Nanking
Pounders or of the Exscutive Comnittee, to secure their judgment in the
mattere

On the one hand, we regret the thought of losing Nre
Beverance from regular membership on the Nanking Boarde On the other
hand, it has been so difficult for him to take an active part in the
business of the Board during recent years that much would be gained if
we gould secure & more active representative to susceed hinme X the

Board eould secure & youmg &nd vigorous layman who could
give a substantial amount of time and thought to Nanking affairs as a
part ot his contribution to the Christian enterprise in cm;, that
-would be & wost happy solution all arounde

Bven though it may be wise to releass lirs Severance from
the Nanking Board, I do wish we could keep him
soms kind of advisory capacityes While our charter
not provide for advisory members, it might be possible
something along that lines

Very eincerely yours,

- : 453
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J. L. SEVERANCE DIES;
FINANCIER WAS 72

President of Cleveland Museam
of Art and the Musical
Arts Association.

/934

CLEVELAND, Jan. 16 ().—John
‘L. Severance, Cleveland capitalist
and patron of arts, died tonight at
his Cleveland Heights home of a
,| heart attack. He was 72 years old.
+| He made possible the construc-
' | tion of Severance Hall, home of the
! | Cleveland Orchestra. He was presi-

dent of the Musical Arts Associa-
tion, which maintains the orches-
tra, and president of the Cleveland
Museum of Art.

He also served as trustee of
Oberlin College and Western Re-
| | serve University.

A widower, he is survived by his
sister, Mrs. F. F. Prentiss.

—
-~
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